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Father Ieronymos the Cappadocian, the renowned Elder of

the isle of Aegina in Greece, was an exceedingly compassion-

ate healer of souls, a clairvoyant Father-confessor who saw

the secret thoughts hidden in the heart, and a man of unceas-

ing prayer who attained to the heights of the vision of God.

Those who came to know him exclaimed that they had met

another Saint Isaac the Syrian.

His complete life is now available in English for the first

time, written by those who knew him personally.

T H E E L D E R I E R O N Y M O S
O F A E G I N A

By Peter Botsis

Translated from the Greek by the

h o ly  t ra n s f i g u rat i o n  m o na s t e r y

Boston, Massachusetts

2007

© 2007, Holy Transfiguration Monastery, Brookline, MA



The Elder Ieronymos was born Basil Apostolides in 1883 

in the Cappadocian village of Kelveri, the land of Saint 

Gregory the Theologian, whose church is pictured here, 

wherein his holy relics were treasured. This photograph 

was taken in 1907, while the Elder 

was living in Kelveri.



Cappadocia had a centuries-long tradition of monks and hermits who cut caves out of the rock cones 

as cells for leading the ascetical life, and laymen who lived like monastics. In his youth in Kelveri, 

the young Basil had as guides and examples men of prayer who continued this tradition. 

The most remarkable was Misael, a married man with a family, who was so devoted 

to prayer that every Thursday before dawn he withdrew for solitude to a deserted 

chapel or the peak of a mountain, and prayed until nightfall with his hands 

upraised to Heaven.



Ordained a deacon, Father Basil made a pilgrimage to the Holy

Land. There he met Father Anastasios, who in the Great Schema

became Father Arsenios ( pictured at left ), the fellow ascetic of the

renowned Athonite Elder Joseph the Cave-dweller. 

The two monks became lifelong friends, and Father Arsenios’s

sister, Mother Eupraxia, was to spend the latter part of her life

serving the Elder Ieronymos in his later years on the island of

Aegina.

From the Holy Land, Father Basil departed to Constantinople,

where he was to spend some ten years, serving in the Patriarchate

and various parishes, until leaving for Greece in 1922, the year of

the destruction of Asia Minor.



Father Basil settled on the Aegean island of Aegina in 1922. In

the following year he was tonsured a monk of the Great Schema,

receiving the name of Ieronymos.

While undertaking many arduous labors to benefit the inhabi-

tants of Aegina, which included building churches and caring for

the sick, he founded a hermitage in honor of the Annunciation of

the Theotokos. Here he was to spend the remainder of his life, in

unwearying acts of almsgiving, spiritual direction, and practising

the intense inner prayer he had learned in his childhood from 

Misael in Cappadocia. 

He built an extension to the Hermitage of the Annunciation,

shown here, in which he prepared a secret “workshop” to which

he stole away in order to dedicate himself completely to mental

prayer. By the end of his life, he had attained to a state of prayer

rare even among the Saints: the ability to remain in undistracted

prayer of the heart for fourteen hours straight.

All the same, the Elder Ieronymos was known to his spiritual

children for an even more striking spiritual attainment.



“. . . Of all his gifts, that of clairvoyance was possibly

not his greatest, but assuredly it was the most impressive.

He who spoke with him would be nailed to his chair when

the Elder, simply and calmly, as if he were relating some

ordinary thing, began to unfold to him every aspect of his

inner world, even his inmost and secret thoughts. Many

times he would reveal things that even the person himself

who was speaking to him was not aware of, or which he

had never spoken about to anyone. People who saw him

for the first time would be astonished at all he revealed to

them and they departed with the impression that they had

met a Saint.”

[pp. 175–6, © 2007, Holy Transfiguration Monastery]
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